
If you go

The Boone County Public Health and
Human Services clinic  is open from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through
Friday. It is located at 1005 W.
Worley St.
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Shortage causes suspension of TB skin tests
at Boone County clinic
By Casey Nighbor
September 25, 2013 | 5:02 p.m. CDT

COLUMBIA — The Health Department can't offer the tuberculosis skin test for at least another month
because of a national shortage of the test's main ingredient.

The Boone County Public Health and Human Services clinic, which has given the test more than a
thousand times already this year, can offer instead a TB blood test called the T-spot, according to a
news release from the department.

The price difference is significant: The skin tests costs $20, and the
T-spot test is $70.

The problem is a low supply of TUBERSOL, the main ingredient in
the product used for the skin test. The first shortage occurred in
April and caused a decrease in the number of tests the department
has been able to administer, said Mary Martin, Boone County
Community health manager.

She said the shortage may inconvenience Columbia and Boone county residents who  need TB tests
for employment or school-related reasons or parents who want to test their children under age 4.
Children under that age can't have the TB blood test.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention warns that the TB blood tests that are licensed in the
United States can sometimes give indeterminate or borderline (between positive and negative)
results. Skin tests have not been shown to have this problem.

The shortage, which the company has said is being caused by production delays, is expected to last
until the end of October, according to the Health Department.
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